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Hello, welcom to Korean National Park. | am a volunteer guide &&= and | will
be your one—day tour guide. This temple, ==At which symbolizes Buddha's
land, is really popular for tourists and the most representative example of other
temples in Korea. It still has historic and natural beauty since 8 century and it
has listed in Korea's UNESCO World Heritage. 2= Al is located in &8 mountain
in d=. If you would like to get to know more about == Al, please don't miss
out anything, and follow me!
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Korean Buddahist temples have unigque patterns and classical elegance with
different colors. They are very gorgeous. Most temples in Korea are built on the
foot of the mountain and surrounded in calm and peaceful atmosphere in nature.
== Al means Buddha's land. Let's walk thinking what's like the Buddha's land?
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Does it look scary to you? This is Cheonwang Gate where the statues of four
heavenly kings stand here. They are making scary faces to frighten demons
entering the Buddha's land. 2 = Al These four kings protect this temple, Buddh's
land watching over four direction; North, South, East and West. They carry a lute,
sword, dragon or pagoda, respectively, in one hand. And these kings are said to
catch people with corrupted minds. So let's enter the temple with a clear mind.
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Do you see the two-story stairways? They are actually bridges, not stairs. These
bridges lead to the Buddhas land. Now we're not allowed to go up the bridges
to Buddha's land because these bridges became a national treasure. We have to
take a side road to preserve them. Well, as you see now they are obviously
stairs but why is it called as a bridge? Would you like to know? Z2=At Please
come check it out and listen more interesting stories!.
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== Al temple was built in the 8th century and registered on the UNESCO World
Heritage list in 1995. It has been preserved for over 1000 years. Wow,
Amaging!!! How has it been withstand from natural disaster like earthquakes and
lots of wars? The scientific secrets is the stone wall here. This building was
designed to be earthquake-resistant. This stone wall perfectly harmonizes nature
and artificiality.

They carefully carved the stones in a way that they fit together with the natural
stones. You will find that the stones are carefully stacked so that they fit
together perfectly leaving no gaps in between for withstanding earthquake. How
wonderful their wisdom is!!
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Now two pagodas are placed side by side in front of the main building which
houses the Buddha statue. These pagodas offers the essence of Silla stone
pagodas in this temple.

This pagoda, called & Jt pagoda, symbolizes Shakyamuni Buddha, the founder of
Buddhism.

This is why it is easy to commonly be seen buddhists praying while going
around this pagoda. Buddhist pagodas often contain precious Buddhist artifacts
or sarira. This pagoda is no exception. This pagoda also had a precious artifact
which surprised the whole world. This artfact is the wooden—printed material of
Buddhist scriptures, 232*&2Z0Ctetlld, which is the oldest wooden—printed
material in the world. Our printing technology back in those times has been
globally recognized.
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Now this stone pagoda next to Seokga pagoda is Dabo pagoda which
represents the Dabo Buddha, Buddhist saint. As you see now it boasts its
distinctive and elegant appearance when compared to Seokga pagoda and is
also highly decorated to represents the spirit and philosophy of Buddhism.
Interestingly, it can be seen on the ten—-won coin.

Why don't you check these pagodas here on your own?
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We have looked a quick around in temple. But, it was just the tip of the iceberg.
There remains much to take a look around here such as tHE&X the main hall ,
F4A an assembly hall ,2S& for the Buddhist goddess of mercy,

HlZhall Birojana Buddha, a Symbol of Truth,
OFOIEF hall that houses OtOIEFBuddha, a saint who will lead you
to the Buddhist utopia.
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== Al is definitely worth visiting for not just only Koreans but also foreign
visitors. Please take your time enjoying this beautiful temple == Al. If you need
assistant please visit the information center of &= national park in E& &t

and it is located behind the ticket booth at the main gate of the = temple.
They provide a free brochure with foreign language guidance. Thank you so
much for having a great tour with me. | was your one day tour guide, 000. Hope
to see you guys again!




